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Certification FAQs for PMP
® 

(Project Management 

Professional) 
 

1. What is PMP
® 

certification? 

PMP
® 

certification is a globally recognized professional certification for project managers, awarded by 

the Project Management Institute (PMI). It validates the knowledge, skills, and experience required to 

lead and direct projects effectively. 

 

2. Why should I pursue PMP
® 

certification? 

PMP
® 

certification enhances your project management skills, credibility, and marketability. It 

demonstrates your commitment to the profession and increases your career prospects, earning potential, 

and opportunities for leadership roles. 

 

3. What are the eligibility requirements for PMP
® 

certification? 

Four-Year Degree 

36 months of experience leading projects within the past eight years 

35 hours of project management education/training or CAPM
® 

certification 

 

High School Diploma or Associates Degree 

60 months of experience leading projects within the past eight years 

35 hours of project management education/training or CAPM
® 

certification 

 

4. How can I prepare for the PMP
® 

exam? 

You can prepare for the PMP
® 

exam by studying the PMBOK
® 

Guide (Project Management Body of 

Knowledge), using additional study materials, participating in PMP
® 

exam prep courses, and practicing 

with sample questions and mock exams. 

 

5. What is the format of the PMP
® 

exam? 

The PMP
® 

exam is a computer-based test consisting of 180 multiple-choice questions. Out of the 180 

questions, 175 are scored, and 5 are pretest questions for research purposes. The exam covers five 

domains of project management. 

 

6. How many questions are there in the PMP
® 

exam? 

The PMP
® 

exam consists of 180 questions. These questions are a combination of both scenario-based and 

knowledge-based questions. 

 

7. How long is the PMP
® 

exam duration? 

The PMP
® 

exam has a time limit of 230 minutes (3 hours and 50 minutes) to complete the entire exam. 

 

8. What are the passing criteria for the PMP
® 

exam? 

To pass the PMP
® 

exam, you need to score proficient or higher in all five domains. The overall passing 

score is not disclosed by PMI and is determined through a psychometric analysis. 

 

9. How soon can I retake the PMP
® 

exam if I fail? 

If you fail the PMP
® 

exam, you can schedule a retake after 30 days. However, you can take up to three 

attempts within your one-year eligibility period. 

 

10. Is there a specific study material recommended for the PMP
® 

exam? 
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While the PMBOK

® 
Guide is the primary reference material, there are several recommended study 

resources available, including PMP
® 

exam prep books, online courses, and practice exams from reputable 

sources. 

 

11. Are there any prerequisites for taking the PMP
® 

exam? 

Yes, you need to meet the eligibility requirements mentioned earlier, including project management 

education, experience, and contact hours. 

 

12. Can I take the PMP
® 

exam online or only in person? 

PMI offers both online proctored and in-person testing options for the PMP
® 

exam. You can choose the 

mode based on your preference and availability. 

 

13. What is the cost of the PMP
® 

certification exam? 

The exam fee for PMI members is $405 USD, while for non-members, it is $555 USD. Membership with 

PMI offers various benefits, including discounted exam fees. 

 

14. Is PMP
® 

certification valid internationally? 

Yes, PMP
® 

certification is globally recognized and respected across industries and countries. It signifies a 

standard level of project management competence worldwide. 

 

15. How long is the PMP
® 

certification valid for? 

PMP
® 

certification is valid for three years from the date you pass the exam. After three years, you need to 

renew your certification through PMI's Continuing Certification Requirements (CCR) program. 

 

16. Can I renew my PMP
® 

certification after it expires? 

Yes, you can renew your PMP
® 

certification by earning Professional Development Units (PDUs) through 

activities like project management education, professional experience, and volunteering. 

 

17. What is the PMP
® 

certification renewal process? 

The PMP
® 

certification renewal process involves earning 60 PDUs within the three-year certification 

cycle, submitting the renewal application, and paying the renewal fee. 

 

18. Are there any professional development requirements for maintaining PMP
® 

certification? 

Yes, to maintain PMP
® 

certification, you need to earn PDUs by participating in professional development 

activities related to project management, such as attending seminars, conferences, or training courses. 

 

19. Can I use PDUs earned from other certifications for PMP
® 

certification renewal? 

Yes, PMI allows you to use PDUs earned from other certifications, such as CAPM
® 

, PgMP
® 

, or PMI-

ACP
® 

, towards your PMP
® 

 certification renewal. 

 

20. What are the benefits of PMP
® 

 certification for career growth? 

PMP
® 

 certification can open doors to new career opportunities, higher salaries, and increased recognition. 

It demonstrates your expertise in project management and your commitment to professional development. 

 

Please note that the answers provided here are for general information purposes, and it is always 

recommended to refer to the official PMI website and PMP
® 

 Handbook for the most accurate and up-to-

date information regarding the certification. 


