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Certification FAQs for PfMP
®
 (Portfolio Management 

Professional) 
 

1. What is PfMP
®
 certification? 

PfMP
®
 certification is a globally recognized certification that validates advanced knowledge and skills in 

portfolio management. It demonstrates the ability to manage portfolios of projects and align them with 

organizational strategies. 

 

2. Why should I pursue PfMP
®
 certification? 

PfMP
®
 certification enhances your career prospects by showcasing your expertise in portfolio 

management. It validates your ability to effectively prioritize and manage a portfolio of projects to 

achieve organizational goals. 

 

3. What are the eligibility criteria for PfMP
®
 certification? 

The eligibility criteria for PfMP
®
 certification include a combination of education, experience, and 

professional contributions in portfolio management. You need to have a minimum of eight years of 

professional business experience and a minimum of six years of portfolio management experience. 

 

4. How can I prepare for the PfMP
®
 certification exam? 

To prepare for the PfMP
®
 certification exam, you can attend PfMP

®
 training courses offered by 

authorized training providers. These courses provide comprehensive knowledge of portfolio management 

principles and practices. 

 

5. What is the format of the PfMP
®
 certification exam? 

The PfMP
®
 certification exam is a multiple-choice exam. It consists of 170 questions that need to be 

completed within four hours. 

 

6. Is there a passing score for the PfMP
®
 certification exam? 

Yes, there is a passing score for the PfMP
®
 certification exam. The passing score is determined by the 

Project Management Institute (PMI) and is not disclosed to the candidates. 

 

7. How can I register for the PfMP
®
 certification exam? 

To register for the PfMP
®
 certification exam, you need to apply online through the PMI website. The 

application process involves providing details of your education, experience, and portfolio management 

responsibilities. 

 

8. What is the validity period of the PfMP
®
 certification? 

The PfMP
®
 certification is valid for three years. To maintain your certification, you need to earn 

Professional Development Units (PDUs) and participate in portfolio management-related activities. 

 

9. Can I retake the PfMP
®
 certification exam if I fail? 

Yes, if you fail the PfMP
®
 certification exam, you can retake it. However, there are specific criteria and 

waiting periods defined by PMI for retaking the exam. 

 

10. Can I use the PfMP
®
 designation after my name once certified? 

Yes, once you achieve the PfMP
®
 certification, you can use the PfMP

®
 designation after your name to 

highlight your certification achievement. 
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11. Are there any prerequisites for the PfMP

®
 certification? 

Yes, there are prerequisites for the PfMP
®
 certification. In addition to the required years of portfolio 

management experience, you need to complete specific educational hours in portfolio management. 

 

12. Can I pursue PfMP
®
 certification online? 

No, the PfMP
®
 certification exam is currently available only as a proctored exam at designated testing 

centers. 

 

13. How can PfMP
®
 certification benefit my career? 

PfMP
®
 certification can advance your career by demonstrating your expertise in portfolio management. It 

can open doors to senior-level portfolio management roles and lead to increased job opportunities and 

higher earning potential. 

 

14. Can I maintain multiple certifications from PMI simultaneously? 

Yes, you can maintain multiple certifications from PMI, including PfMP
®
 and other certifications like 

PMP
®
 or PMI-ACP

®
. 

 

15. Are there any continuing education requirements for PfMP
®
 certification? 

Yes, to maintain your PfMP
®
 certification, you need to earn PDUs by participating in professional 

development activities, such as attending portfolio management-related webinars, conferences, or training 

programs. 

 

16. Can I apply portfolio management principles in non-profit organizations? 

Yes, portfolio management principles can be applied in various types of organizations including non-

profit organizations. The principles help in aligning project investments with the organization's strategic 

objectives. 

 

17. Is PfMP
®
 certification recognized globally? 

Yes, PfMP
®
 certification is recognized globally as a prestigious credential for portfolio management 

professionals. It is valued by employers and organizations worldwide. 

 

18. Can I transfer my PfMP
®
 certification to another person? 

No, PfMP
®
 certification is non-transferable. It is awarded to individuals based on their qualifications, 

experience, and successful completion of the certification process. 

 

19. Where can I find more information about PfMP
®
 certification? 

For more detailed information about PfMP
®
 certification, including eligibility requirements, exam details, 

and application process, you can visit the official website of the Project Management Institute (PMI) or 

refer to the PfMP
®
 Certification Handbook provided by PMI. 

 

20. How can PfMP
®
 certification contribute to organizational success? 

PfMP
®
 certification equips professionals with the knowledge and skills to effectively manage portfolios 

of projects, which contributes to aligning project investments with organizational strategies and achieving 

overall success in project execution. 


